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When being imitated, humans are reported to increase rapport, liking and empathy towards the imitator. In the 
present series of experiments, we tested whether tufted capuchins monkeys (Cebus apella) respond similarly 
to being imitated – that is, show a behavioral preference for an imitator. Group-housed captive capuchins 
(N=10) were separated into a single cage and given a baited plastic ball. One experimenter imitated the 
monkeys’ object-directed actions, the other performed contingent but non-matching actions. Results show 
that monkeys significantly preferred the imitator over the non-imitator after imitation (measured in looking 
time, proximity, and social interactions). Matching of behaviors may therefore promote affiliation in 
non-human primates, and lead to increases in group cohesion and decreases in aggression. This study was 
approved by the Animal Care and Use Committee, NICHD, and complied with the Animal Welfare Act. 
Funded by the Division of Intramural Research, NICHD, and TECT-ESF (project SOCCOP).   
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